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SUBJECT: ADDRESS BY MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR MARTIN VILLA 

1 . MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR MARTIN VILLA SPOKE IN BARCELONA 
APRIL 19 AT THE INAUGRURATION OF THE NEW CIVIL GOVERNOR 
OF BARCELONA, MANUEL ORTIZ SANCHEZ. HIS ADDRESS, WHICH 
AMOUNTED TO A POLITICAL PRIMER FOR A MODERN CIVIL GOVERNOR 
HAS RECEIVED CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION. 

2. PRESS REACTION HAS BEEN RELATIVELY OBJECTIVE AND FAVOR 
ABLE, ALTHOUGH DIFFERENT NEWSPAPERS HAVE WRITTEN THEIR 
HEADLINES TO SUIT THEIR EDITORAL INTERESTS. INDEPENDENT 
MODERATE BARCELONA DAILY "VANGUARDIA" RAN THE HEADLINE 
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"IT CONCERNS THE GOVERNMENT ALONE, CONSITUTIONALLY TO 
DETERMINE NATIONAL POLICY, OF THE MADRID DAILIES, 

CATHOLIC MODERATE "YA" HEADLINES "ORDER AND AUTHORITY 
UNDER THE LAW ', WHILE LIBERAL LEFT "EL PAIS" EMPHASIZED 
"MARTIN VILLA ASKS PROTECTION FOR THE RIGHTS OF THE 
PERSON." 
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3. IN HIS SPEECH MARTIN VILLA ATTRIBUTED TWO PRINCIPAL 
DUTIES TO A CIVIL GOVERNOR IN THE NEW POLITICAL ERA. 

"TO BE GUARANTORS OF LAWFUL OPTIONS AND POLITICAL 
CHOICES AND TO BE ZEALOUS GUARDIANS OVER THE RIGHTS AND 
LIBERTIES OF THE CITIZENS AND OF THEIR EXERCISE AND ACC- 
OMPLISHMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAW”. 

4. WITH RESPECT TO THE FORMER, HE NOTED THAT CIVIL 
GOVERNORS, AS SERVANT OF THE LAW, SHOULD MAINTAIN 
"OBJECTIVITY". WHILE EXECUTING FAITHFULLY THE ORDERS 

OF THE GOVERNMENT, THE ONLY AUTORIZED MAKER OF NATIONAL 
POLICY. 

5. WITH RESPECT TO CIVIL RIGHTS, HE STATE THAT THE 
PRESTIGE OF THE GOVERNOR S AUTHORITY CAN BE MAINTAINED 
ONLY IF ITS POWER IS EXERCISED "IN THE SERVICE OF THE 
LAW. REFERRING TO PUBLIC ORDER FORCES, THEY "OUGHT 
NOT TO BE SERVANTS OF GROUPS OR PARTIES". AMONG THE 
CIVIL RIGHTS HE SINGLED OUT AS PROTECTED BY LAW WERE 
POLITICAL ASSOCIATION, THE RIGHT TO MEET AND TO DEMONSTRATE 
FREEDOM TO JOIN A TRADE UNION, AND FREEDOM OF 
EXPRESSION. 

6. A STRONG THEME, RUNNING THROUGHOUT HIS ADDRESS, WAS 
RESPECT FOR THE LAW AND PUBLIC ORDER. HE NOTED THAT 
CIVIL RIGHTS, WHILE PROTECTED BY LAW, COULD BE "JUSTLY 
RESTRAINED" IF EXERCISED OUTSIDE THE LAW OR AS A 
PRETEXT FOR ACTION AGAINST THE STATE MONARCHY OR 
ARMED FORCES. HE POINTEDLY DENOUNCED THE "FALSE 
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BELIEF THAT DEMOCRACY CONSISTS IN ACTING OUTSIDE THE 
RULES .THE GOVERNMENT IS DETERMINED TO CREATE A 
PLURALISTIC, ORDERLY AND PEACEFUL SOCIETY". 

7. COMMENT: COLOUMNIST LUIS APOSTUA OBSERVED VERY APPROP- 
RIATELY IN "YA" THAT A CIVIL GOVERNOR AS DESCRIBED BY 
MARTIN VILLA IS VERY DIFFERENT FROM THE DAYS WHEN EACH 
WAS "A LITTLE CAUFILLO". WHILE NOTING THAT SOME GOVERNORS 
CONTINUE TO EMPLOY THEIR POWERS IN A POLITICALLY 
DISCRIMINATORY WAY, AND THAT FORCING THEM TO STOP BEING 
RIGHTISTS AT HEART IS UTOPIAN, HE CALLED IT A GOOD THING 
THAT THE MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR HAD READ " THE NEW 
TABLETS OF TE LAW", WE AGREE. THE EMBASSY WOULD ALSO 

NOTE THAT, WITH THE DISMANTLEMENT OF THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT, (SEE 
MADRID2 168,25 15) GOVERNORS ARE NO LONGER SIMULTANEOUSLY SWORN 
IN AS PROVINCIAL HEADS OF THE "MO VIMIENTO". STABLER 
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